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Citizenship Cases Aid C.O.’s 





Fort Sam Houston Visited 


Each spring a representative of the Central Commit- 
tee for C.O.’s visits the I-A-O training center at Fort Sam 
Houston in San Antonio, Texas. Lyle Tatum visited the 
unit May 2 for CCCO. Melvin Zuck, Peace Education 
Secretary for the Austin office of the American Friends 
Service Committee and Rev. Christian Kehl of San Antonio 
accompanied Tatum on the visit. Kehl and Zuck maintain 
the contact with the Fort and men there needing assistance. 
All men inducted into the army as I-A-O’s (conscientious 
objectors available for noncombatant duty in the armed 
forces) are sent to Fort Sam Houston for basic training. 


There were 192 men receiving basic training at the 
time of the visit. About one-half of the men were Seventh 
Day Adventists, and the others were from a great variety 
of denominations with no particular group having a sig- 
nificant percentage. 

The first eight weeks are taken up with regular basic 
training with weapons training eliminated. The second 
eight week period is used for specific training for work 
in the medical service. 


Two C.O.’s Imprisoned 

There were two C.O.’s in the stockade visited by the 
CCCO representatives. Both of these men, Jack Freiwald 
and William Eugene Callahan, had come to the conclusion 
that they could not conscientiously remain in the armed 
forces in any capacity. As a result of this decision the 
men were eventually court-martialed for refusal to obey 
orders. 


Freiwald was given a five and a half year sentence 
which had been cut to six months on review. The sentence 
is currently under review in Washington, as is Callahan's, 
and both men will be released from the army at the con- 
clusion of their sentences. 

Callahan's original five year sentence was only cut to 
two years on the first review. Because of the length of his 


sentence, he was being transferred to Leavenworth to serve 
his time. 


Other Visits Made 


Melvin Zuck and Lyle Tatum made two visits in 
Oklahoma to discuss the current status of conscientious 
objectors and to interpret the work of CCCO. One meet- 
ing was held in Oklahoma City with the Friends Meeting 
there. The University of Oklahoma campus at Norman 
was visited, especially to meet with members of the com- 
mittee responsible to consider requests of C.O.’s for exemp- 
tion from the compulsory ROTC program. 





Supreme Court Decisions 
May Cancel Denationalization 





The U. S. Supreme Court split in numerous directions 
on decisions in three nationalization cases March 31. The 
total impact of the decisions, however, is clearly to narrow 
the scope of valid reasons for depriving a citizen of this 
country of his citizenship. 


The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 lists 
numerous actions which can cause a United States citizen 
to lose his citizenship automatically. One of the acts listed 
is “Departing from or remaining outside of the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States in time of war or during a period 
declared by the President to be a period of national emer- 
gency for the purpose of evading or avoiding training and 
service in the land or naval forces of the United States.” 

This clause has been used to declare some C.O.'s 
denationalized for leaving the United States to join pacifist 
groups abroad. There have been several cases involving 
men in the Costa Rican Friends settlement. 


Law Held Invalid for Desertion 


In a five to four vote the court held that citizenship 
could not be lost by desertion. This was the case most 
closely parallel to the C.O. problem. In this case the gov- 
ernment argued that loss of citizenship was justified be- 
cause desertion constituted a refusal to perform one of 
the highest duties of American citizenship—the bearing 
of arms in a time of desperate national peril. The minority 
thought that the war powers of the government were great 
enough to allow this denationalization. 


In another case citizenship was lost by the petitioner 
having voted in a foreign election. 


The vote was again split five to four. In a dissent 
by Justice Warren, Black, and Douglas the conclusion was 
reached that “The government is without power to take 
citizenship away from a native-born or lawfully natural- 
ized American.” 


In a seven to two vote a soldier who had served in 
the army in Japan was allowed to retain his citizenship. 
In this case the soldier claimed that he served under duress. 
This fact added Justices Frankfurter and Burton to the 
majority, leaving Justices Harlan and Clark as the only 
Justices to have voted for denationalization in every case. 
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NEWS NOTES 








Four Voyagers 


(Editorial reprinted from the Boston Herald, 5 May 1958.) 


The plight of four pacifists, who have been arrested 
on charges of violating off-limits restrictions by sailing 
into the nuclear testing grounds off Eniwetok, deserves 
the understanding and sympathy of men of contrary per- 
suasion. 

The men in their 30-foot ketch “Golden Rule” were 
sailing on a symbolic voyage. Entering the testing grounds, 
they were certain of virtual immolation. Their purpose 
was to illustrate what, in their view, is the evil of atomic 
testing and hence of all war. 


It is not our intention to either take issue with or 
endorse the standards of the crew of the “Golden Rule.” 
But it is important to realize that their action is not the 
random, motiveless gesture of the professional crackpot. 
They are, rather, conscientious objectors whose profound 
idealism prompts them to protest against a policy con- 
sidered intolerable. 

To do this, they have defied the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, the Navy and the Federal courts. The institutions 
they have defied are all but unassailable; and yet they have 
assailed them. 


Quixotic? Perhaps. But in another way the voyage 
of the “Golden Rule” illustrates the diversity and complex- 
ity of our society. Ours, it is often said, is a country of 
conformists, an age of submission to the smothering ideal 
of the state. The wide mesh of such generalizations be- 
comes apparent whenever four religious men in a boat 
challenge the powers of the nation. 

After all, what can you do to them? Do they have 
the right of self-sacrifice which we are told in time of 
emergency, is the duty of the citizen? In their view, this 
is a time of emergency. The courts are handed a most 
embarrassing philosophic quandary here. 

Meanwhile, there is something almost Thoreauesque 
in the position of the crew of the “Golden Rule,” who 
would rather be right than exist in complacent, neutral 
silence. 





Telephone Vote Overruled 


In a Selective Service case involving an unusual 
method of holding a reclassification meeting the U. S. Dis- 
trict Court for the Eastern District of New York has 
acquitted Edward Nelson, a Jehovah's witness. 

According to the undisputed testimony, the clerk read 
Nelson’s request for reclassification over the telephone to 
each draft board member. Each member then voted “no” 
and the clerk sent Nelson a I-O classification when he 
sought IV-D as a minister. 

Judge Byers stated, “The local board was here con- 
fronted with the duty of examining into the subject of 
the registrant’s actual vocation and his alleged avocation, 
with a view to reaching a decision based upon evidence. 
That function could not be, and was not adequately dis- 


charged in the manner here employed.” (Cr. No. 45202, . 


19 March 1958, E.D.N-Y.) 
Nelson was represented by Herman Adlerstein. 


Civil Defense Cases Appealed 


By Jim Peck 


Appeals on the 1955 and 1956 civil defense protest 
action cases were argued by Kenneth Greenawalt on 
March 7 before Judges Bernard Kosickie, Miles Paige and 
Robert Malloy in the appellate term of special sessions 
court in New York. 


Greenawalt pointed out that the “nub of the case” 
is the constitutionality of the New York State Emergency 
Act of 1950 under which the arrests were made. Contend- 
ing that the defendants’ rights of free speech and of religion 
had been restricted, he told the court, “They can’t restrict 
these freedoms unless there is a clear and present danger.” 


He thereupon emphasized that there was no clear and 
present danger in 1955 or 1956, that the “air raids” were 
mock air raids and that substantial numbers of civilians 
other than those arrested were exempted from participation. 


Greenawalt also made clear that in sitting in City 
Hall park in 1955 and in Washington Square Park in 1956 
during the nation-wide air raid drills, the persons involved 
were “acting as a matter of conscience and religion in 
Opposition to what they considered preparations for war.” 


Each of the judges asked for various points of clari- 
fication. During presentation of the state’s case by William 
Rand, Jr., the judges joined in halting an attempt to con- 
demn the idea of the civil defense protest. 


The three judges will review the briefs, which were 
submitted by both sides, and will render a decision within 
the next six months. 





The Human Way Out 
(By Lewis Mumford, 28 pp., a Pendle Hill Pamphlet, 35c) 


This pamphlet was originally given as a speech at 
the closing session of the Prayer and Conscience Vigil held 
in Washington, D.C. during the month of November, 1957. 


This is a powerful argument by a well-known Ameri- 
can which challenges us to walk in a different direction. 
From near the beginning where he states, “Our national 
policy of exploiting nuclear energy and developing nuclear 
weapons was conceived on false premises and has been 
directed toward unsound, and untimely inhuman and mor- 
ally repulsive objectives,” right on through to the end, 
Lewis Mumford is using literate, forceful prose to make 
his points. 


He concludes, “It is time for Americans to venture 
boldly in a new direction, trusting that the rest of man- 
kind, when their fears and suspicions are allayed, will 
follow.” . . . “The only way to escape our present death 
trap is to abandon it, forthrightly and unconditionally, as 
an affront to our own humanity.” 


This is well worth buying extra copies to pass around 
among the “unconverted.” AFSC, FOR, WIL, and other 
peace organizations, in addition to Pendle Hill, can supply 
this pamphlet in quantities. 


April-May, 1958 
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Let’s Try Direct Action 
(An Editorial) 


The peace movement in this country, at least in recent 
years, has not been clear about the use of nonviolent direct 
action. The experiences of conscientious objectors in prison 
and civilian public service camps during World War Il 
would seem to have laid the groundwork for a strong direct 
action movement. Thousands of C.O.’s learned by personal 
experience the meaning of facing prison for conscientious 
violation of law. Strikes, work slowdowns, fasts, and dem- 
onstrations were carried on in prisons and C.O. camps. 

After the war the soldiers laid aside violent direct 
action, and the pacifists laid aside nonviolent direct action. 
There were individuals in both groups, of course, who did 
not lay aside war-learned methods. Two small groups, 
sparked largely by ex-prison C.O.’s, did carry on nonvio- 
lent direct action projects. CORE did (and does) some 
good work on the racial integration front. Peacemakers 
worked for a more radical pacifist witness. 

The pacifist movement applauded Gandhi’s successful 
nonviolent revolution, gave Thoreau reams of credit for 
spending one night in jail, and generally looked askance 
at suggestions that nonviolent direct action might be an 
appropriate tool in any specific, current injustice under 
consideration. 

Interest Has Changed 

The interest in direct action has suddenly and radically 
changed. Cause and effect are difficult to trace, but the 
Montgomery bus boycott was certainly an important factor. 
One of the many things stimulated by Montgomery was 
an excellent new pamphlet by the Philadelphia Friends 
Peace Committee which contributed some up-to-date ide- 
ology for discussion purposes. (A Perspective on Nonvio- 
lence, FPC, 1520 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa., 25c.) 

The formation of the Committee for Nonviolent Ac- 
tion Against Nuclear Weapons (NVA) brought together 
a group of pacifists interested in attempting direct action 
on nuclear weapons testing as an issue on which there was 
considerable nonpacifist support and on which more basic 
peace issues could be built. The first NVA project was 
the “invasion” of the Nevada testing site. The second was 
the voyage of the Golden Rule. As the Golden Rule pro- 
ject progressed, direct action projects and demonstrations 
mushroomed all across the country. 

Why was it necessary for NVA to be an ad hoc group? 
Where were the “respectable” peace organizations such as 
the American Friends Service Committee, the Brethren 


Service Commission, the Fellowship of Reconciliation, and _ 


the Women’s International League? All of these national 
groups are against nuclear weapons tests and have a philo- 
sophical base broad enough to include nonviolent direct 
action. 
Organizations Hesitate 

The FOR now has plans for a two week direct 
action project at Cape Canaveral. Other national organi- 
zations are hesitant about endorsing specific projects and 
are wrestling with the policy questions involved. One 
block is civil disobedience which is too radical for endorse- 
ment for many at other than the theoretical level. These 
organizations say to obey God rather than men, but if obey- 
ing God involves civil disobedience staff members under- 
stand they jolly well better do it on their own time and 
avoid entangling the sacred name of the organization if 
at all possible. 








BENCH MARKS OF NONVIOLENCE 


1. Violence renounced. 

. Truth seeking, truth speaking. 
Constructive solutions. 

. Direct action. 

No retaliation. 

. Firm, patient persistence. 
Willingness to suffer. 

. Forgiveness. 

. Reconciliation. 

10. Concern for redemption. 


OONOULAWH 


(From A Perspective on Nonviolence.) 




















The possibility of alleged civil disobedience is inher- 
ent in almost any direct action project. Between the time 
the Golden Rule sailed and the time it reached Honolulu 
the Atomic Energy Commission created new law to turn 
that project into civil disobedience. Antagonistic govern- 
ment officials can find laws to invoke even if forced to 
rely on disorderly conduct or similar charges. No direct 
action project has much vitality if the threat of arrest can 
terminate it. It is, of course, possible to devise good pro- 
jects where the chance of legal conflict is minimized. 


Choice Must be Made 


Peace organizations are faced with the choice of 
sponsoring direct action or having ad hoc groups doing 
the job. We prefer the former. Ad hoc groups will sap 
the vitality of the regular peace organizations. An ad hoc 
committee cannot provide adequate supervision of activi- 
ties on a long-term basis, and events are bound to happen 
which will reflect against the entire peace movement. Ad 
hoc groups cannot provide the follow up to get new par- 
ticipants into other constructive channels. Responsible 
pacifist leadership is being maintained for current projects 
at a cost in sheer physical energy which cannot be main- 
tained on other than a temporary basis, but the demand 
for action is going to continue. 

The regular peace organizations need to supplement 
excellent programs of the traditional type with sound action 
projects. Direct action must not crowd out meditation, 
study, discussion, and legislative work. But it has now been 
adequately demonstrated that nonviolent direct action has 
a real function to fulfill, and there are potential partici- 
pants eager to act. 


Creative Expression Sought 

Rocks are being thrown at the United States, both 
literally and figuratively, from all over the world. Our 
country is beset within and without by racial, economic, 
and political problems. We are born into an age of vio- 
lence and have accepted the path of nonviolence. We must 
find every possible avenue for creative expression of non- 
violence. In so far as established peace organizations elimi- 
nate direct action programs and curtail staff participation 
in such programs, they are restricting their usefulness and 
vacating leadership responsibility. In this time of tremen- 
dous needs we hope that the entire peace movement can 
work together to utilize in constructive ways the as yet 
barely tapped resource of nonviolent direct action. 


Lyle Tatum 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


I PROSECUTIONS 
Sentenced since last issue 

2-28-58 Daniel Stauffer, 3 years, (Baltimore, Md.) 
Judge Roszel Thomsen 

5-2-58 Benjamin Kauffman, 18 months, (Cleve- 
land, Ohio) Judge James Connell 

(Both prosecutions for refusal of civilian work.) 

II RELEASED FROM PRISON 
On Parole 
3-29-58 Abraham Borntreger 
5-3-58 James Walter 
III MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 

Allenwood, Pa—Jonas W. Nolt 

Englewood, Colo—Johnny Freedom 

Mill Point, W. Va—Mose L. Swartzentruber 

Petersburg, Va.—Robert Smith 

Springfield, Mo—William W. Henry 

Terminal Island, Calif—Nick A. Klubnikin, John 
Martinson. 

Institution not verified—Daniel Stauffer, Benjamin 
Kauffman, William Prohoff 

Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to date: 

337. (This is a minimum number; J.W.’s and Mus- 

lims are not included, and we miss a few.) 


Women’s Draft Hit 


Israel is the only country currently drafting women 
for duty in the armed forces. In an advertisement pub- 
lished in the New York Times, April 25, the National 
Committee for Freedom of Religion in Israel struck vigor- 
ously at this draft. Since the U.S. plans to draft women 
in cise of another war CCCO reprints this evaluation of 
cne example of a women’s draft. That portion of the ad 
dealing with the women’s draft stated, 

“The State of Israel is the only country in the world where 
women are forced into military service. Experts, including mili- 
tary men, have stated that the draft of women has no military 
value. The sole purpose of forcing women into the army is to 
achieve the collapse of all religious values. In the State of Israel 
the army is one of the most potent means of moulding the youth, 
and here Jewish girls are being trained.to a mode of life where 
religion and morality count for nothing. Beside the numerous 
personal tragedies of women‘exposed en masse to army millieu, a 
massive ruination of public morality is taking place. This evil 
system is dissipating the entire moral fabric of society. All Rab- 
bis, including Israeli Chief Rabbis, have strictly forbidden re- 
ligious persons to comply with the women’s draft; and they have 
declared that women should be prepared to sacrifice their lives 
rather than be inducted into the army.” 





Briefly Noted 


The Koster story in the February-March issue of News 
Notes should have mentioned that for the Court of Appeals 
Harrop Freeman made the argument as co-counsel with 
Herman Adlerstein. 


* * * 


Peter Horst, the C.O. supported by the court in his 
contention that love is a Supreme Being for the purposes 
of the draft law, has been granted his I-O classification by 
his local board. 


* * * 


The Bureau of Prisons reports 121 C.O.’s sentenced 
for the year ended June 30, 1957. 110 were J.W.’s, 8 were 
“religious objectors,” and 3 were “other objectors.” Other 
objectors are “Nonreligious pacifists and individuals who 
appeared to have violated mainly because of strongly held 
views on social or political matters.” Average sentence for 
J.W.’s was 25.7 months, for religious objectors 31.9 months, 
and for other objectors 11.0 months. 61 Selective Service 
violators who were not considered any kind of a C.O. re- 
ceived sentences averaging 21.3 months. 


* * * 


Richard Hansen was acquitted for refusing to report 
for induction as a I1-A-O because the induction order did 
not carry any indication that he was being inducted for 
limited duty. (U.S. v. Hansen, 158 F. Supp. 883.) 


* * * 


Civil defense protesters arrested in New York City 
this year during the nationwide alert were given suspended 
sentences instead of short jail terms. Demonstrators in 
Rochester, N. Y., as well as elsewhere across the nation, 
were not arrested. 


* * * 


The C.O. Services Program of the American Friends 
Service Committee has issued an 11-page report on C.O.’s 
and compulsory ROTC in universities. The report is based 
on a survey made of every university in the nation with 
compulsory ROTC. Copies are available for 25c each. 
Orders should be sent to AFSC, 20 South 12th St., Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa., or copies may be obtained from the AFSC 
regional office for your area. 
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